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The progress and perspective of vitamin A biofortification for maize

LIU Nan-Nan, YAN Jian-Bing*
(National Key Laboratory of Crop Genetic Improvement, Huazhong Agricultural University, Wuhan 430070, China)

Abstract: Vitamin A plays critical roles in many physiological processes of organisms such as cell differentiation,
immune functions, and visual sense. Vitamin A deficiency (VAD) is one of the most severe micronutrient
deficiencies in the world, 250,000-500,000 children suffer from blindness each year owing to VAD. China is also a
country especially in the poor regions suffering from VAD. Breeding increased micronutrient levels in cereal grains
(biofortification) is an economical and efficient approach to address the challenge globally. This article summarized
the significant functions of vitamin A, the issue of vitamin A deficiency and the progress of vitamin A
biofortification in crops especially in maize (Zea mays L.). Besides these, it discussed the challenges and issues
about the biofortified vitamin A maize that needs to be paid close attention to in the future.
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L1 HEFARAGLENEEMEEFRFRLZ—
Y2 Avitamin A) 52— RPIIEIEVERYEAE R
A(retinoid) I GEFR, CAEALENE. DLoRmE. WL DM
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AHREE
Bl #ERANSHRE AR

YRR A B2 ORI B A 2 X N A R AR
Fo AR AR SR IRE. WEE. KEE
T, RISy SRR, B 5 G, TR
WA SESET Y. A0, SEEAEERA S
Sl B, PrA AR MR ME, MR, &R
He R A AT AR E 2,
12 HHEZRARZ ZEHAEIRMNE KBk

Yl AL Z RIS R KR E R R =1
Bz —. Bl JLEMPAERGEER ARZ SR
NEE. 2009 4E, A DML (WHO) $idli B
520 JiZERT)LEBA WE R, FRRLE4EER A
WEE, B <0.7 pmol/L W%#77 JLE N 19 14, 4T
IO =02 —, MIG4EER A WE <0.7 pmol/L
BERETREMIRAEA R A k=0, Rtk s, &F
980 ST A AW EE, 191N RIME4EAER A
HEME2)., X ANOEEEPERERER,

BB ARIE, AR A58 &, K
Z HAEMBRA E R Ab e 4 R A Jile IRYE 5
DAL HELSE SR, PEZREER A PEER
ZHEZK (B2), fEa. 5t JIELEHX AT EEf 50%
rsARn JLE YR R A SRz sE b= . Ik, W
BRUEAEZR A B AR I R A ) 2 — P

FRGHVE TR T A 3 e 58—, 25514b 7,
RS AR A ST AN T s B, '
dh SR AL, AR R A RS IR R A AT AN T
2004 £, Bea ER A S5AHL (FAO) 55— et
R IR ITVEAE /N2 A A h s in 22 M s e
7, WIEAER A =, WEZl. P
T s T ANE R, (HRZ AT KRR S5
M2y, BB ZAE AL EOR. BB R
LAF AR e SCHF, NMMRMERF ATRIGYEE R A 4
Fehh, HARZIXAK G R —, BRERS, EREIIH
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7%

ABREEHTLE YA RAGRZ IR

HEAEFNRZ FERERI S
44 #ACO. 7 nmol /L)
3 % (<2%)
B (=2%-<10%)

. (>20%)
3 GDP=US$15000
HAAAHTEVAD

[ s

R (>10%-<20%)

SRRFAYEE AR Z IR

E2 £#ARZEFAIILESZAYESEFRARZIVIK(WHO 2009)

WEMLE A RYEAE R AL Rk, X 3 MOTVEAE
RO T X A LLERAS 2 2 Y
1.3 EYHPERE MERIRFEE
KA P REBERRE L, HN\EAFML
# 5 U (phytoene synthase, PSY) i A4 5 43+ 1)
W )L - )L #E W B2 (geranylgeranyl diphosphate,
GGDP) A h))\NEFE LR, )&k R EY) i
AN )\ E 4L R L WA (phytoene desaturase,
PDS) 1 (- #HEF b &R LA (C-carotene desaturase,
ZDS) J W Fh e A g C- B EE N R 57 44 g (C-carotene
isomerase, Z-1SO) FIZEHH % N 25 7 # i (carotenoid
isomerase, CRTISO) 14 J¥ i 4 A XUBE 1) 42 Je A\ 7
LR AL TR LS PR 3 Z A 5 3,
—ANE B, BIEAE, 1E B- T LL R MALEE (B-cyclase,
LCYB) fEH T, TERAS P I B- B bR, M
tB- B MR BE T I R T R B- B3
iR, kSRR, BRI ROKIER s I —
N TAEB, & IR, 1E e T EZIMUEE (e-cyclase,
LCYE) 1 LCYBfEH FIEH a- B2 M3, o- S
NERI B AN & FRRIFRAL 27 A FOKE RN 0- BB
Fi, dREERAERW RN, BIa AR, o HE
NE I e MR R H e BIEALEE (cytochrome P450-
type monooxygenase, CYP97C) ffift,, J&—Fh4 s
RENEM. 1 o- §1% MR B- H1E MERK B I
& H At 3R P450 &Y B- 241 (cytochrome P450-
type B-hydroxylase, CYP97A) Fl &k 58 1k 18 Ji7 25 (A 1K
54 Uk BRI 48U (ferredoxin-dependent di-iron mo-
nooxygenase, HYD) fALZEATE8 340 I B 2 1 3).
o- E MEL B- B D ERA B- R i AE AN Ak
SRR A R A, (B B- B N ERACE B
— T B- B DRI TR A,
BT CA$E @& B- BHE D &R & =l o R E M E bro

RS D AR A 1 — e (R 42 5 [ IS+ AT DA
24 file XU 0 %2 B (carotenoid cleavage dioxygenases,
CCDs) fl1 38 % 2K #H & b & (9-cis-epoxycarotenoid
dioxygenases, NCEDs) {4 1 il i i FE 285 2,
HHET, FRA VR I i — A R XU S il A2
CCD1, M=l Seingy  Z AU 2 Ak 20 2 A
YErE R AR B- A MR AT LR U 3). 4
R A A R RIS AR 5T AR LU BB 2,
XX E mgEE R A AR SRR A T R SR

GGPP

:PDS
iz-Is0
{ZDS/CRTISO

v .
all-trans lycopene pseudo-ionone

\LCYB
§-carotene y-carotene
LCYB l l LcYB
a-carotene B-carotene Q pseudo-ionone
B-ionone
cata | Jensar

zeinoxanthin B-cryptoxanthin

cYP97C l l crtRB

Q pseudo-ionone
lutein zeaxanthin B- ionone

: 3-hydroxy-B- ionone
v

ABA

vE: GGDP, #ed)UMesd: JLEEBEFRR; all-trans lycopene, 4=
AT ML E; zeinoxanthin, F KB{f; P-cryptoxanthin,
B-F&#5 i ; lutein, M %; zeaxanthin, L KIEE: pseu-
do-ionone, ZEEW'fH; B-ionone, B-4F'H; 3-hydroxy-p-io-
none, 3-F3E-B-KT M ABA, BiiEIR. EHRMA gy
AR B R R, 6 52 110 = 5 R R AR A A% ) O gt
DR, BB R o AR AR AR R A
E3 XHE MERHERE"
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LT 0 AR i AR O TR e R DR R 4R v -
M MERGE, “EeOkT Rk, hTEA
RUKREEAL P S A4 AR A A RARBHE R L
GGDP, WL ASEAE NI —Fh . )N L
R EE TR AR B B r] DL & R B- §1% MR,
PRl /52— ANE R A 78, 4B L AT
CRTI 5 Y] PSY FE 583 7 KAES B- 1% b=
I . 2004 58, 25— B ROKBET 75—k H
ks, KA PEREERS, 1856 pg/g.
T AR B D R B R i Rk B mT e AN ]
e, REMENE MRS ESGIS), H5E]
RIS MRS EDARIEARE, R&kIER
(RLE R IR R K I PSYT SE R 55 N KRG 1925
Y MRS EIREE 37 ug/e, 1T 84% A B-
M R, Oy A e oK. AT REH
60 g HHZ AR K R BRI AT 2 — R0 4EA R A
R, NEBEHEZYELER A SRR T a5 h
Rt Ts %8 o B B AT AL 2 H R R S
ERAR DA R Ho b 2 . 5 2 HRE I, “#
GROK” I il R BE R DAL HE

Br 1 mRARIB N IEEE D b, 38 AT DU
WL R R LR e R h 42 R A TR & &
LT H, R L RNA 7 E RS b 2R
WHEAE T leyE FERIFRIEVTER,  TIE TR AR AR P 25
Hp- TR bR AR ICE A S 14 1, RN E
MR RIE M AR PREET S, B, T
IAuhE T R PRI R R S EIRRE
BefiG, SR hEfRm2s " FRE A
RNA TR AR AEE o B- 9% bR, g
EXVIEY S S oPN i P RN e 5 % i1 VL= LT}
Lt G A o LA S B, AMLBEEAE AR A
JER s, RIS HoAtoeh NAAA 25 105 TR B AE S i
14 HYEURREFBUNGEZ—

2004 £, FROV I U RE R 41 24 (the Consul-
tative Group for International Agricultural Research,
CGIAR) Ji 5l HavestPlus Wi H, 5 7€ i 4 Y554k
(biofortification) i J7 2 BREEME YUK ——E TR A R
Frig A setet 2l & # 3 B m A LAY
NN I TR e R & . WA et
B SR, VR — M ERR . "IHFEiR. V)
SERAT T ik AR 4 KL BB, B
M E SRR EL, XMONEERIIE)T, WTUE
RN, TREPERLZ 244ER ASMEERR
BRZ R BT, SHANT, BT E RS

M2 HNA B SR A B, AR TG ; 55 =, X
FhOTvERA AT RESE M, T o R I E 2 AT
T, ~HERSHEEE ARG, REAEMHT
ZRT, AR JE R T B 0 ) g vk B AT RS 1%
P U0 5500, @R IEH S REMIRASIAE bR
AR OLYEEZR A REERI .

KRGS NEFE R IR =K FEREED,
EXTRFER UL, KEAE NFERAEET I, R
B NETFEEREAYE PR FERHHEENE
Kz, HpUmsERRNE, mp- A MEME
BENARAD, R 2R KR —,
M DNA 73K F EF, BAS FK G a7 35 2%
R, HERTASKERZ NHZER, H, &
KAFRF RS MRS BWAAERKNZER. At
FORF 87 AT KM R H A R E 5 ok # AT 4041,
R TFESHAEGEAE R AR5 RMEKE
x, HEAPESERP- AL PR, - % bR
AB- BB, JF HaXSe oy pisfe iR m, TR
Iz U, Harjes 25 Ul E T 204 43 35 (0 Lok R B
SRS MRS EEIL 23 pg/g (B 5.5~66
ng/g). B- HHE b X 1.7 ng/g (VB 0.06~13.6 ug/g),
A G EIATIA B A% . Yan 25 U GHEE 400 454
FRPZMEEAE PR ERERNE, SRAY R
55 38 pglg, &G E A AECRE (B 4).

FORAFRL AR F BB IR, R AR
KEEMR NELTERVE TR, W3R K
FAEAL R 2 ] gl X S gl AR A e BE AR, T
B ATk AR TP AR M P A Y KR R
DARE AR b TR AT E &, 2R E Har
AR = S350 5 — R AR, R RE ALy
S PUEg I X S AT R B AR —. KRR %t
EAELE Z M BEFIR B A e, (B —Fh AR
e R B AR Y, HarvestPlus T H ¥ £ KAE
NEdEAEFEARSRMEEH R (http:/www.

harvestplus.org/).
2 EKWE NEEERFHR

2.1 EPE NREENBARLRNZ O HEETH

EB TR BCE RN S S A T, DL
ANE ) o B R R, RS DRI IR,
ZAHEFNEE AL TS FOKRSREHE bR A AL
B R A (quantitative trait locus, QTL). Wong £
FIFH W64axA632 F,, #EAXT REAEE bR AL S
ERATEAL T, BE T 4 N EA 200 QTL
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= 7%

P 2 MRS NRAS M E R, HA PSYI M
ZDS T R & 5 S B 3 K. Chander 25 ) i
B73xBy804 B H A REFAKIAY MRS EIHITE
BiordT, KB 31 A QTL mIREFEHI2REAE N =1k
SRS AR, b PSYL A y9 BIANJERAL AR KHE
FE EfRRE T 2B R R P REENERMEE R,
AN FEAL B SRR AR I 2 PSYL, WE7R T PSYI %
PRI 23 N RSB B A EEZ(ER . Kandianis
2tz Y F DEexp x CI7 #1 A619 x SC55 B4 F,, B
RS E T EHISEAE bR A5G N FE R QTL -
DEexp x CI7 # 4k 1, 2~8 A~ QTL 1] LA fift Bt 20%~
50% FKHEHE PR E LR ;s A619 x SC55 B,
3~6 4 QTL 1] DU RE 22%~56% IR RIAZ 7, Xt e
KRB T AKFFRLEHE N &R A& QTL EALZ KK

1 2 3 4 5

: '
| I ! nced9, | I
| B | I

derl 11 |t

Khnced9. PSYI. IcyE. crtRBIFR/NHINL E NI W FLAL &

BRHE MR (pg/e)

40

[N
E=1
it

n
=
L

-
=)
L

5 100 150 200 250 300 350
RERREA

B4 —NERXBBEEITRREZE)RIFHT B ERE NREENHGE™)

BESHRY : QTL S AMAENTA 10 F Qe ik |,
HTEJ PR 5.6, 8 F1 10 7T 1Y 4 AT RIX AL,
TX 6 kT IX I A A AH AR 3 A5 R ik gk 2 DR
nced9. PSYI. IcyE. crtRBI( E 5).

AR A RER A R E ALK B vy, HLRERS [R I
Rl 22 A 8 A 2 R S5 A0 ) V2 N . Owens
A5 ) F A B DAL SC I A o )2 AR S I R
KE SRR EAE SRR HAT 700, $ET
58 MARE SRR bR GG RO R,
W ) 4 NSRRI zepl | Iutl . IcyE F crtRBI .
AT FTR A R BT % 5 10 2 AN FE R lutl A zepl
BT N AR IE ) 6 ALK PSYI. ZDSI. IcyE. crtRB3.
crtRBI Fl CCDI1 3t 8 N RHE R BT £, Fm
RO S B S IR D A B I ) H

'l'l CrtRBY| | 1 1
|

— B-Carotene

— a-Carotene
B-Cryptoxanthin

—— Zeaxanthin

—— Total carotenoid

B5 XPE NERESEMNE KD meta-QTLs
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K.

it BIRIESI TS BT A R, AT
AN AT S R ORAPR SRS IS 22 1 o0 A L 431 e
AH R QTL #4i], H 2 A QTL /74— [F £ 2411
RE R
22 RFHEERIIMNEIEEEXBESTATNGESF
PRI & R T E A

HEBU TR E R AL B CEE M) QTL, L REHE
H — S S PR i e ER, (H R S B B A DG B 1) Dh R
frgi. HTFRBMEMEREREE, EUA P
MZEREE B bR, H4EAER A MAHHE ARG 2
fE] o, XA RS SRR R S 22 ik 3 IR G BB o
B ft 7 3L P27 %5 vk AE ok el Ehis A,
RN HMT T IeyE crtRB. PSYI Fl crtRB3 S5 2 A3k
DR R KPR KA R m s U125,

leyE 2R N FRGIE AP R, £
T 204 A8 S ) IZ I B €0 R KR AT ik 30 3 IR G BBk o
Fr R B BES TS - B DR So M B- 8 M &
S E . 1ZEE RS 22w BT — A
QTL 3L5Ehr, RIfER: 54% W) a- BHES S ZF0 B- S
NED LS ELFINAZR. BHE 15~20d, %%
K %05 B 5 W0 S0 & Bl B 55, FIH EMS
HA Qx47 HAL R, RIUG IR & A N,
TR R E R LG, Fik, MASKECHT.
BT RIESHT IR 4 DN FAPERE T IevE
VI o- BHEE DR B- BAEE DR LGS LA .
Xt leyE 3R 2 25 PEAL s AT I JE R ORI A LA -
WINEEOL AL BT X —A K AR — 4 T
IR BRI KR AL T (R*=36%), [HA
W — N ERAFIM AR (BT X RSN
F13 3t 8 bp 4N ) AT ) B- B MR ME
Hit— R T HT PCR 14 Fhric, W HFH
XUESFRIC TR A 2 A RN EKRIEE, BERRME
TR, BANFEA 146 2 2 B T A5 G I e R VA £
# (HPLC) W 5E A1) 1/1000",

P —ANEEERFE N crRBI , 4R BE 05 (1
b B- BHEE bR E AN B- BRI . BRI A2 4E
ARAR, HE 70T B-E NREEWH M
NTHRERA, WETG, BHEELZNB-HE bR
U T EEME R EHER. EERBEOT EBT.
F 1K 3 M F0K T A B R A 3R 08 45 2 Bl BUIE B
criRBI /& 5200 B- T3 MR ThRe R, H 3
AN IREZ A MERRIC S'TE. 3'TE Al InDeld w1 fi# F B-
TR N R RAT R 40%. FONEER L, HIER

S5 A7 = TR 11 43 A1 A2 L AR AL A A4 R AR AN
[, ERHIRIRLFAAELE, X ONF R R A R
VE NS = i MR B- BA S PR SRR T
g R 1,

RIS MR REET, P RN
KA N R A RMBRED IR . FALE 20 tHad 40 454K,
R yl FERAL SRR S N RS EE R R
N, J5 R e Bz AR R R I et )\ 4L 3 A R
fily (PSY), Ak, RN PSYL, 3 45 TR
PSYI Refi ik 3L 3 €0 35 B ik B BWE TR M,
2 DR N T K ) 8 R R e R R R R O
FR Y, P T AR IERRE, X IRAES
AT s BIE B ik 1 Mb, 7R R kd g —
AR, JUP AR 5 B ORI 7 R,
RGO FRB TN, ERGFELRR, #Hor
A5 SRR SRS N RS =AM P, B3R
R A5 5k DA () 00 3 A 0t R 4k H ) B g1 45 =l
W (R D). FEH TG R PSY] R E Sk
THE N R R IEA O U

F1 XHE MRARXBEESRNFAEFERE

N PSY1 leyE crtRB1
FT IR A g N 278 >95% >50% 0
AR 226 >80% <10% >6%

3 SFRCHBNERE §EHE RAJR T RmIT

AFEF - REFLAMARZVEIR, FRERHE F xR
B R R T R R A . A 1RIE
VOFPRL B FT REFIAFRL M SRS P R R EIE
FHOG, (X FARRYE LR Y. g iR A
JE R OK A 7 I R AL 5E X EARH T HPLC, %75k
AP BRI, BRR R JE
IR EEA RGN s ik & ot, fERPRIORNZE
2R D (CIMMYT), 58 — AR A A 2
50~70 KT, PINTOKFFRIP ARSI M RGE
HY ERGE D], R 70 7R 0 B I B AME T LA
SRR, T HE A AR T ERE
A CIMMYT 55 B4 [ 38 4% 27 K A e ik 22 X 5 A
LA AT TV, 1R DR Thx
ICTESERRE M O B AT 85 REHT,
RA R LD AR ICHEAT 205 B ME T, AE R
W A RS, SR AR RE AR — DL B B
CIMMYT & HEEF N6, WRERFAA 40 D415,
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7%

BN A 600 N FPRITRLEE, FIFH 75 Fhrid 5RE
KRG ENTER, WAESGHIUKER S M
i, BEALIE 24 J5E0 Y M HAT S T
KA N FRARWIRE A 3 A KEEILH PSYI. IeyE
FlcrtRBI W 2 54 s, Hp PSYI 58 T 20N %
AL S, T DUBRRE 7%~8% (1 K% N o &
(175 5 B, leyE SERAG DA 2 A5 P AL 2 R o 5
& NFM B- B DRI SR B, AT R 58%
MR MA R, AR EgEE R A RBN 3 5",
crtRBI A7 4E 3 A2 A MEFR 10 o] iR 40% B- A EY B
RIEEA R M, XA C T RN BT
FH i EL PCR N ZE Rl 1 43 1A i B2 FH T 23 1 b ad 4l
Bhikd%.

FUASE 43 BT #AH R HF oK H 3 AN (R 1A R 2
P FEPRIFE T BRI R AR (£ 1),
ATLLAE H PSYL A RS0 B FUR R vy, Rk, 76
SERRN R, R ATREA TR Z H 8. criRBI
e R S5 7 2 R 2 7E #v M R LK, T LevE 7R
M RE ) R R A, R A O B S A L R AT
R FEE R B PR )2 AR R B 55
AR B DRE, (2R R ARG R 28 R ) 223
OEREEINE R, X2 AT E MR EE RN .

SEE KRBT FEB AT € T leyE A crtRBI
PR R R I R A R . @ X A 2R A
(RIRFF 75 15 B « T8 43 BT 2 R B B b QTL (R 3807 ¥
T DRI AT ) AT DA 58 H e i R SRR, Ay
T H PR HE D Re bR,

FiEb, XFIX AN B I R 1) 22 Foh & 67 ik R AE A
[ & AR IR SEBR SR T T IR Z 87 . Babu
&5 BUREEWAE B PRk leyE R0 crtRBI A R SA7
BEREMAGE—E, FONEAE RS2 8 Rt
PGS o 24 leyE A6 IS HE R 465 B 2% AIR
B, iR AR EEA Rk Bl K. Azmach
2t B3 ok A 3 00 R oK A R B, leyE A1 crtRBI 1
AN SR (1 280 2 L B MR DR (R N BE K, 1T ertRBI
XA R A RS R B ORI, 5°TE F13'TE
PR AN ) S5 B R A G I PR B R B- B bR
N 7.2 ng/g, R 322 %, HiZ AR #oy
WAL I AR AN 18%~19%, K1k, % IhfEkx
TOKE T REIR KA B3 s vy TR gEcE 3R A R IT)

frit.
WA, B AR A FEOK R A g3
BRAESUR RO B, PR S04

RERFL B RIERE g R A sZ B0k,

Menkir 2 B3l R ok 5 A AR BRI B 6 5
PRI E K A RIATIRAS, VPG RAS
KW NREBEREREMEIR, KU SEgER A
JE IR 2 28 P A7 7 i AN At R 2R 5 T A T
WA R, XA AR A R AR HET R
B SEA

2012 4, CIMMYT ML Ca/E# i, Jé
TRFIINGN S E R BT 5 AN adiE R A R4
FRD 3 AN TFICE K S, A ATTER 35 crtRBI AR R
SENBEIN, AR A JREDIIN 6~8 pg/g s BRIt
PR, X8 FOK SRR B e PUR AT RN
PR, XL SR TN, B IE D R DL E
KNFERMTTE X A2 A B IR, ™
SELERTIA CIMMYT TAEM AL B, 3B 0 m 4k
A F A JFEARL S HER E, 0 Kk gh o m AR B
WAL AR B R RO KRS AL, ATTEE
FEUEFI X Lo bR IR I R M 4R R A TR BRI
HETAE. Hd, mrRAERE AT E R
WA EELSEOLET T —SmEmgiE R A B
P FK SR, FHOEFFERIEEFE (AR ).

4 [OEmERE

KHILLK, FRATSER 2 KEEFFRANEN
TR, TR RS TR Z A . R E
BRZ A CRRIBILER”, it Bk — DL B
N IVEAFAE XA A L, NAZ 5] R EAL . Wit
AR M ER P REE R R SR, FHZEK%
fil RIX A 1) R B R A A (E T R O
s, WHMEERRNEGE—HXERE, b
FALD, B REH A BB . AT,
THAEZR TP R ER — MBS, TR TERM
T TR R

FEARIAE AR IR AR RS AL YL AT A
XA A, H E AR I — ke I [R] 1 A2 4 D G
B, AR R E R T, Bz
3 12 D STV 4T A7 R T S ) e 1 4 T
FAIRA P BB RARKEE, B RGEY T
E AT AU s, B TR 3 — Lk
PR R DGR, KA R AT BE L M B A AN
I X AR &R

SRR LB IR A ER AR EKZEH
Aif CIMMYT K70 & Fi s B o 12—,
12 AN BEF AR KIR IR SR A RS &,
{E AR ZL YR BIFE K8 [ 1% 48 i] Bl 2 2% — g
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